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Dear Sirs: 

Well~o~~t Wealth Networks, a managed health care company covering more than 10 million medical members, 
appreciates the opportunity to comment on the potential for enhanced safety labeling of prescription and OTC drugs. 
Current labeling of potential cognitive impairment for OTC and prescription drugs is not provided in a consistent and 
well-marked manner and these warnings are often minimized and misunderstood by the rned~~~~e~~unsurning public. 
WellPoint suppurts the adoption of a standard pictogram advisory to consumers that would advise against potemial 
cognitive impaimnent caused by the use of sedating OTC or prescription drugs. 

While we wait for these important labeling actions to be taken, it is important to note that a significant oppo~n~~ to 
decrease the incidence of traffic related morb~di~ and mortality could be accomplished today. On May 1 I* 2001, the 
~onpres~ri~tiu~ Drugs and Pulmonary and Allergy Drugs Advisory CornnGttees of the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration voted to switch the allergy drugs Claritin, Allegra and Zyrtec from prescription to over-the-counter 
(OTC) status. The OTC status of these antihistamines would create a safer alternative to the current portfolio of 
sedating antihistamines, reducing the risks of the 40 milliun allergy suffers from driving a car or operating heavy 
rna~hine~~ while impaired. The enactment of the ~o~~res~r~~tion Drugs and Pulmonary aad Allergy Drugs Advisory 
Committees re~o~endations of May I 1 th will decrease the potential for traffic-related morbidity and mortality 
secondary to the use of antihistamines. 

WellPoint looks forward to the FDA acting on the recommendations of the Nonprescription Drmgs and ~~~rnona~ 
and Allergy Bugs Advisory Committees to increase access to these safer antihistamines. 

Thank you for the oppo~~~~ to comment. 
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